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BOOK REVIEWS
VICTORY OVER PAIN: A History of Anesthesia. By Victor Rob-
inson. Henry Schuman, New York, 1946. pp. xiv + 338. $3.50.
This history of anesthesia is the first of a projected series in the history of
the sciences to be published by Henry Schuman and is some 338 pages in
length including a limited and somewhat casually selected bibliography which
is briefly annotated, and an excellent index. The author, Victor Robinson,
who occupies the chair of the History of Medicine at Temple University, is
well known for his writings in this field. It is dedicated to -two leading
teachers and investigators in clinical anesthesiology, Arthur E. Guedel and
Ralph M. Waters.
The text of the book is developed under the following headings: Early
Developments; On the Threshold; The Discovery; The Reception of the
Discovery in Europe; Chloroform; The Beginnings of Local Anesthesia;
and From Rag and Bottle. Under "Early Developments" there is a some-
what detailed and scholarly account of the drugs and methods described for
the relief of pain down to the close of the eighteenth century. Under the
other headings with the exception of the last, the discussion is largely bio-
graphical, centering about the personalities of those involved in the introduc-
tion of anesthesia during the nineteenth century. Most notable of these,
largely because they are customarily passed over casually, are Hickman, Piro-
goff, Guthrie, Snow, and Koller. In the final division, that "From Rag
and Bottle"-an unfortunate phrase which tends to discredit all that has
gone before-the author discusses the elaboration of apparatus and tech-
niques occurring for the most part in the past quarter of a century, and which
has led to the development of anesthesiology as a special and important division
of medicine. Unfortunately, here the historian ventures in where history
is still in the making, always a dangerous thing to do, with the usual result
that he becomes a protagonist in matters still controversial and concerning
which he is not through personal experience sufficiently well informed.
The volume has many interesting illustrations including portraits of those
who have made major contributions in this field. It is somewhat disturbing
to the reviewer, however, to find that several of his contemporaries have
already become 'historical.
Nothing is more difficult it would seem than the writing of books which
at the same time are scholarly and have a "popular appeal," and it will be of
interest to see in the projected series how far Mr. Schuman will be successful.
In this first attempt, a laudable effort, there are sections of dignified and
informative composition, but interlarded with these are "purple passages" of
the kind that one has come to associate with the present-day historical novel.232 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
The account of Richardson for instance is so inflated in this manner that one
searches about in vain for any significant contribution of his. In other sec-
tions -over-dramatization may make a quite erroneous impression upon the
uninformed reader, as in "Death as Anesthetist" and the horrifying account
of curare. However, interest is well sustained throughout the narrative, and
while the serious student of history may frequently be irritated, the less
critical will read it with avidity. Obviously it is 'for the latter that the book
is written, and in this respect it fulfills its purpose. --s. C. HARVEY.
GENERAL BIOLOGY. By W. C. Beaver. 3rd Edition, 1946.
C. V. Mosby Co., St. Louis. pp. 820. $4.75.
This text of over eight hundred pages covers a wide field of biological
material and is well enough balanced to make it difficult to select parts for
special mention. The usual consideration of protoplasm, plant and animal
tissues, and survey of animal phyla is followed by one hundred and fifty
pages devoted to the comparative anatomy and physiology of invertebrate and
vertebrate animals on the basis of their organ systems. The sections on
economic importance of animals and plants are necessarily brief and chiefly
suggestive for further reading. The section on biochemical and biophysical
phenomena is an innovation in biology texts, but pertinent to the rest of the
material. The section on genetics is good and there is an unusually clear
and up-to-date description of human embryology. A rather extensive glos-
sary completes the book. The itext is written in clear and simple language,
with emphasis throughout on human biology. It is surprising that so much
material has been covered so comprehensively within one- volume.
-W. H. SAWYER.
CHARLES DARWIN AND THE VOYAGE OF THE BEAGLE. By Lady
Nora Barlow. The Philosophical Library, Inc., New York City,
1946. pp. 279. $3.75.
The Beagle, FitzRoy, master, sails once more. What a measure of
comfort and reassurance -these letters and Notebook excerpts would have
given the small boy of rural New England of fifty years ago, when on at least
one day of the week the doctrine of creation was made amply clear (if
emphasis ever renders anything clear) and when The Origin of Species
proved pretty heavy going despite its fascination. The difficulty did not rest
in acceptance of the theory of evolution, but rather in comprehending how
one mind could encompass and align so many directive forces to form -a
composite picture. The difficulty of the small boy was due to he fact that an
assumption was made (gratuitous, of course) that Darwin just sat down and